May 15, 2008

For the first 3 months of this year,
our crude oil imports totaled $76 bil-
lion, which is 63 percent above where it
was a year ago. How much longer can
this continue? I think the American
people know how to answer that ques-
tion: No more. They’re saying no more.

This week, we will see another epi-
sode of this pitiful drama of the vice-
grip relationship between Saudi Arabia
and the United States. The House of
Bush, represented by our President,
will beg the House of Saud, represented
by King Abdullah, to increase produc-
tion as a short-term fix for America’s
growing energy deficit.

We ought to be bringing those dollars
back here at home and have the same
kind of commitment as we did when we
landed a man on the Moon. We can do
this as a country, we just need better
leadership.

At every step, this Democratic Con-
gress has tried to make a difference. In
the Price Gouging Prevention Act, the
Renewable Energy Act, the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve Suspension Act, the
Consumer Protection Act, and of
course H.R. 6, to try to help launch en-
ergy independence for this country.
But yesterday, our House passed a farm
bill with a billion dollar title to bring
in bioenergy as an important part of
the solution for the future.

As this lame duck Presidency fades,
hopefully the next President of the
United States will negotiate in earnest
and help America develop an agenda
for our own independence, not contin-
ued subservience to human rights vio-
lators and undemocratic nations like
Saudi Arabia.

This country is long overdue for a
change, and it’s definitely due for an
oil change.

——
SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANCIS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker |
stand once again before this House with yet
another Sunset Memorial.

It is May 15, 2008, in the land of the free
and the home of the brave, and before the
sun set today in America, almost 4,000 more
defenseless unborn children were killed by
abortion on demand. That's just today, Mr.
Speaker. That's more than the number of in-
nocent lives lost on September 11 in this
country, only it happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,897 days since
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first
handed down. Since then, the very foundation
of this Nation has been stained by the blood
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some
of them, Mr. Speaker, died and screamed as
they did so, but because it was amniotic fluid
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, no
one could hear them.

And all of them had at least four things in
common. First, they were each just little ba-
bies who had done nothing wrong to anyone,
and each one of them died a nameless and
lonely death. And each one of their mothers,
whether she realizes it or not, will never be
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quite the same. And all the gifts that these
children might have brought to humanity are
now lost forever. Yet even in the glare of such
tragedy, this generation still clings to a blind,
invincible ignorance while history repeats itself
and our own silent genocide mercilessly anni-
hilates the most helpless of all victims, those
yet unborn.

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it's time for those of
us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of why
we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson said,
“The care of human life and its happiness and
not its destruction is the chief and only object
of good government.” The phrase in the 14th
Amendment capsulizes our entire Constitution,
it says, “No State shall deprive any person of
life, liberty or property without due process of
law.” Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of our
innocent citizens and their constitutional rights
is why we are all here.

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth
that all human beings are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has
ever faced can be traced to our commitment
to this core, self-evident truth.

It has made us the beacon of hope for the
entire world. Mr. Speaker, it is who we are.

And yet today another day has passed, and
we in this body have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We have failed our
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without
the protection we should have given them.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude in the hope
that perhaps someone new who heard this
Sunset Memorial tonight will finally embrace
the truth that abortion really does kill little ba-
bies; that it hurts mothers in ways that we can
never express; and that 12,897 days spent
killing nearly 50 million unborn children in
America is enough; and that the America that
rejected human slavery and marched into Eu-
rope to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is still coura-
geous and compassionate enough to find a
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand.

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too
soon each one of us will walk from these
Chambers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally hear the
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our
human and our constitutional duty to protect
these, the least of our tiny, little American
brothers and sisters from this murderous
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on
demand.

It is May 15, 2008, 12,897 days since Roe
versus Wade first stained the foundation of
this Nation with the blood of its own children,
this in the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

O 1630

A CLEAN SUPPLEMENTAL TO
FUND OUR TROOPS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, this
afternoon an extraordinary thing did
happen when we had a vote on a supple-
mental with all kinds of strings at-
tached to it to fund our troops in
harm’s way.

The Democrats have the majority.
They have the ability to pass that
funding without a bit of help from the
Republicans.

Many of us on the Republican side of
the aisle were quite concerned, how-
ever, with the strings, with the link-
ages that were made to this bill to help
our troops do their job. One, for exam-
ple, was that in the second amendment,
which we knew would pass, provisions
there existed to create hard and fast
deadlines for pulling our troops out of
Iraq.

We all want to see our troops home.
We all want to see our troops back
with us. And those of us who go over to
Iraq and see them in harm’s way, we
long for the time of having them home
completely. But the vast majority of
those guys in record numbers re-enlist
because they know they’re doing good.
They know they are making a dif-
ference. And when you go over there,
you see it. I was in Kurdistan in De-
cember, in the northern area of Iraq.
Construction booming, things going
well.

We have made a difference with the
surge. It is a profound difference. We
have al Qaeda on the run. They’re mak-
ing last-ditch efforts to try to stop
what’s going on. We have the Iraqi peo-
ple that are there working for them-
selves, more soldiers, more police
trained than ever. There are really
good things going on. And were we to
pass a supplemental that was linked to
that second amendment with the time
deadlines, the message would be a mes-
sage of hope for all those who hate us
and want to destroy us. And that is: “If
you will just hold on a little bit longer,
we will have the Americans put their
heads between their legs and go cow-
ering away, as they did from Viet-
nam.’”” We could have won Vietnam; we
can succeed in Iraq.

The great state of Iraq is so close to
governing itself. Just like John Adams
wrote to Abigail, what people have
only dreamed of, governing themselves
is so close, within our reach. We can’t
give it up now. It’s so close. Iraq is
there. We cannot hand our enemies and
the Iraqi enemies, the enemies of lib-
erty, this kind of win.

So we voted ‘‘present.’”’ If the Demo-
crats had had enough votes, then they
would have passed the supplemental by
itself and it would have been linked to
the second amendment that would have
required the time deadlines for with-
drawal and would have given hope. As
it was, we couldn’t vote against our
troops, many of us, but we voted
‘“‘present.”

The first amendment that we took up
this afternoon failed; so now we have
got to come back with a clean supple-
mental to help our troops. And the
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